


Exploring the Miniscule Se o @

For Portfolio

My work consists of large brightly coloured oil paintings, highlighting the
miniscule on a large scale. | am passionate about colour and emphasise
those that | see, which are created by the changing light during the day. | we
vivid colours to glow fronthe canvas, because | want to show that the tiny
wildflower or bright beetle in a grass verge is like a jewel amongst the
undergrowth.

| explore the miniature, miniscule and microscopic, of both the floral and
insect world, and | will often attempt tarawl under the smallest wildflower
and photograph from below as if | am an insect looking up. | am fascinated
with camouflage, and | often hide insects within my work by using tone to
conceal these little creatures. Just as you need to search to findnnbeasts

in a field, | want the audience to pause to find all the hidden dimensions in m
work. This is because the bright colours are merely the surface; | want to
combine both impact and detail.



http://www.claire-harrison.co.uk/Gallery/Gallery Front Page.htm

For Portfolio

Fading BloonfSeries o @)

I have never grown out of the wonder of plants appearing in bare earth. | encourage insects b
tending a wild area of garden which grows many indigenous plants that have seéded from

the local landscape. It is not just the growing plants that are beatiful, but the dying ones are
too. | love to observe the shapes created by the dying flowers and | leave the fading blooms o
summer in my garden throughout the winter because they are vital nourishment to the insects
and small mammals.

| enjoy observig the passing seasons and the changes this has on the landscape, and not just
the obvious change of Autumn leaves but the increased insect activity in Spring, the flowers th
bloom and die in Summer, the wasp feasting on a rotting apple.



http://www.claire-harrison.co.uk/Gallery/Gallery Front Page.htm

Abstrad®NaturalForms S eries

CLICK
For Portfolio

My fascination for patterns within the natural world has meant that | have spent
years of studying and drawing intricate ink or watercolour studies from life. | ha
often found spirals, curves andhe abundance ofhairs, whether on a plant stem,
or an insect® leg, because Istudyinsects and flowers under a microscope and it
is this research that has led to this series of work.

| create these brightly coloured paintings without direct inspiration because they
come from within and my experience of styihg natural forms for many years.



http://www.claire-harrison.co.uk/Gallery/Gallery Front Page.htm

Artist Statement

| am inspired by the landscaparound me and much of my work is based upon the plants in
my garden that | have grown from seed. | have never grown out of the wonder of plants
appearing in bare earth. | encourage insects by tending a wild area of garden which grows
many indigenous plats that have selfseeded from the local landscape.

My work consists of large brightly coloured oil paintings, highlighting the miniscule on a larg
scale. | am passionate about colour and emphasise those that | see, which are created by
the changing lidnt during the day. | want vivid colours to glow from the canvas, because |
want to show that the tiny wildflower or bright beetle in a grass verge is like a jewel among
the undergrowth. | explore the miniature, miniscule and microscopic, of both theréll and
insect world, and | will often attempt to crawl under the smallest wildflower and photograph
from below as if | am an insect looking up. | am fascinated with camouflage, and | often hi
insects within my work by using tone to conceal these lttreatures. Just as you need to
search to find mini beasts in a field, | want the audience to pause to find all the hidden
dimensions in my work. This is because the bright colours are merely the surface; | want t
combine both impact and detail.

| include a lot of texture in my work; | like the underlying surface to disrupt the outward
appearance of the painting. It is a metaphor for the real landscape; we see calming rolling
hills or ordered equally spaced trees. There is so much that we do not sfee,example, the
fragile intertwined relationships between all creatures in the ecosystem.

My fascination for patterns is shown in my intricate ink drawings and watercolours, where |
often depict the many spirals found within the centre of daidike flowers. Having studied
plants under a microscope for many years, | attempt to show that they are not all that we
perceive; instead | draw the intricate detail from both the microscope and the naked eye. |
want to show that nature however small is magnificénand important. Nature is not just a
vista, or a landscape, it is the interdependent relationships between all creatures, flora and
fauna. Nature is a perfectly ordered mechanism that we dismiss as an overgrown landscaj
full of creepy crawlies, wherén fact it is a complex, beautiful ecosystem of each organism
reliant upon another.




lResume

Claire has had an interest in both art

watercolour of a purple flower picked from the lawn aged 3. It was somewhat inevitable thgéd 21 Claire graduated with a
Fine Art BA (HONS) degree from the Surrey Institute of Art and Design University College. Throughout univemssty Cla
continued to explore her passion for the natural by either painting or using photographical/digital techniques to create

artworks of illuminated flora and fauna.

a n d paintmgwaea t ur e

Leaving university, Claire applied for a solo exhibition at the Farnham Maltings anthwwisix months had a successful show off

40 new artworks. Shortly after her exhibition Claire was offered a studio at the Maltings, where she has been based until

relocation to West Sussex in 2009.

During the spring of 2003, Claire had her secondsuc e s sf ul sol o art exhibition, 0F!
was chosen from a hundred applicants, this gathered Claire much interest in both the local and national press. This inclu
being featured in theamdtildodhalstpablorecdti amd At aske d

photographic and digital work in the contemporary art market.

Claire enjoys working in her local community and sharing her passion for the arts, and has worked with manyaishcolleges
and arts organisations. In 2003 she was invited to be a committee member/trustee for the Farnham Art Society and in 20
was elected to be publicity officer. During her foyear term she was an active
contemporary works to be exhibited by the society.

member encouraging an increase ¢«

Claire has been a visiting lecturer and industry advisor for Farnborough
College of Technology and has vast experience in teaching both adults and
children. Claire has also inspired many students, to dogpects about her and

her work for academic courses from GCSE to degree. Claire currently teaches
Guildford Institute, Guildford, and teaches private students and mentors
fellow artists

Since starting her career in 2002, Claire has exhibited successfudlgross the
UK in both solo and selected group shows and is featured in both public and
private collections; selling to collectors in several countries including the UK
Chinaand Canada.




Curriculum Vitae & Exhibitions

PROFILE

Confident, friendly and energetic personality who is passionate and dedicated to sharing her creative skills and knowledpetve community.

SUMMARY OF EXHIBITIONS

PERMANENT COLLECTIONS

September 2017 ELNNDI Museum in GuangZhoChina

March 2010 Pemanent Public Collection, Frimley Park Hospital, Surrey
PAST

May 2018 Sunshine Books and Art

May 2018 Brighton Open House, Ming Art Gallery

May 2017 6 May 2018 Ming Art Gallery, Hove UK & Beijing

Sep 2016 & Sep 2017 Healing Power of Arts, onlinexhibition, New York

2013 6 2017 The Shoreham Art Gallery

May 2017 Brighton Open House, Ming Art Gallery, Brighton

28 Novd 16 Dec 2016 Solo Show, Guildford Institute, Guildford

2007 0 2015 Westcott Gallery, Dorking

Aprd Jun 2015 Green TreeGallery, Borde Hill, Haywards Heath

1 Julyd 7 Sep 2014 O0Real i ng Nat ur eHofshamMaosdum&ssallery
8-24 May 2015 Brighton Arts Festival, Ascension Church, Westdene

15 Dec 2014 6 27 Feb 2015 Solo Show, Ropetackle, Shorehatny-Sea

20-21 July 2013 Paint Sea on Site, Lunenburg Gallery, NS, Canada

JuneJuly 2011 PavilionArt Group, Dutton Hall, Cheshire

October 2010 PavilionArt Group Debut Exhibition, Haslemere Museum

1 Mard 1 May 2009 Secret Garden, The Art Works Galleries, Newtia Upon Tyne
25 Aprd 25 Jul 2009 Art@Baker Tilley, Guildford Arts, Baker Tilley, Guildford

3 Sepd 19 Oct 2008 Art & Insects, Cube 3 Gallery, Plymouth University, Devon
May 2006, 2007, 2008 Battersea Contemporary Arts Fair, Battersea, London

26 Apr 8 8 Jun 2008 Flower Power, The Beetroot Tree, Draycott, Derby

27 Octd 23 Dec 2007 Replenish, Saltburn Artists Projects, Saltburn by the Sea, Cleveland
25 Augd 7 Oct 2007 Botanical & Landscape Reality, Dashwood Gallery, Hall Place & Gardens, BeXkayt
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lCurricu

|l um Vi t

PAST ctd..

2 Juld 3 Aug 2007

23 Jund 4 Aug 2006
6 Mayd 27 Aug 2006
23 Novd 18 Dec 2005
19 Jund 4 Sep 2004
15 Febd 28 Mar 2003
27 Jul 8 8 Sep 2002
8-13 Apr 2002

COMMUNITY ARTS WORK
2006 6 2008

Member of Industrial Liaison Committee for MCA,

Farnborough College of Technology.
2003 08 2007

Trustee and Committee Member and Publicity Officer of Farnham Art

Society
2003 9 2004

Trustee of Farnham Public Arts Trust.

EDUCATION

Fine Art BA (HONS¥Qrrey Institute of Art and Design University College
3 A Leels, Grades, B, B, DAlton Collegé

11 GCSE®s, GBasdeges

Hidden Forms, solo exhibition, Tower Arts, Winchester

Summer Exhibition, Walk Gallery, London

Twinings at Twickenham, Orleans House Gallery, Twickenham, London

Eat Art Exhibition, Riverhouse, Waltaom-Thames

Glorious Gardens Exhibition, The Guildford House Gallery, Guildford, Surrey
Fractal Flora, solo exhibition, Windsor Arts Centre, Windsor, Berkshire

The Old Bakehouse, Fishbourne, West Sussex

Pseudo Reality, solo exhibition, Maltings Gallery,

2 20 |BahBpIhodlwa r d




Testimonials

"Claire'swork shows her deep love of nature in both her paintings and her photographs.
Her beautiful flowers are painted in such deep glowing colours that they fairly leap off th
canvas at you, very often with a tiny insect or bird that sometimes one can onlyt gee.
There is a magical, slightly unreal, quality to her work that is very appealing.”

Pepi, Guildford

OCl aireos
her

paintings
drawings, Claire

are always beautifu
s e e mkeauty.All reasdnably prited, s

Cl aireds work comes in a variety of siz
afford. o

Amy, Farnborough
ofhereds not a painting of Clairefs that
colours and intricde detail to capture nature, flowers and all sorts of creatures. |
continually look forward to seeingandlookut f or Cl aireds new

Vicky Guildford

has such a fl air

oCl aire
pushing the boundaries of her talent, she exudes not only great
knowledge and excitement but inspires others with her enthusiasm and
sense of fun. Claire is a great communicator and a natural teacher and
mentor of upcoming artists. If you have the artistic potential yourselfic
possibly even have the money to buy great arthen go to Claire as a

and pasc

student and maybe even buy a pai
Adrian, Dorset

oONature Aquiites ibrespirational!! vV
Anon, West Hoathly

0The CIl air e Har rstamlingrandinspiratidnal.t As a n
fl ower photographer, | was capt.i

Anon, Horsham




A Sample of International Press Clipp

e www claire-harrison.co.uk
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28 X 28 cm, oil on scard, 2008
“Sunflowes”

25 X 25 cn, gouache on paper 2008
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Paint Sea on Site
gains international flavour

By ROBERT HIRTLE
thitlesasouthshoeenow. ca

One of the approximately 70 artists
coming to Lunenburg for this weekend's
annual Paint Sea on Site Festival will
be plying her craft far away from home.

Noted British artist Claire Harrison
obtained her degree in fine arts in 2001
and has since shared her passion and
enthusiasm for art with the community,
creating works that demonstrate her
lifelong love of the patterns and micros
scopic nature that surrounds us,

She is a regular exhibitor across the
United Kingdom and her work is fea.
tiotumed in both private and public collec-

ns.

Ms Harrison has exhibited at numer-
ous art fairs in London, including the
Affordable Art Fair, and was featured
in the International Contemporary Art
ists Volume TV that is published in both
Athens and New York.

Along with her artistic talents, she is
also a respected art tutor, mentoring her
peers both amateur and accomplished,
She also helps children gain art scholar-
ships and her work has been the topic
of student research projects as well as
school, college and university art proj-
ects, She s regularly Invited to those
institurions to give lectures and demon-
strations of her work.

Ms Harrison's art Involves large,
brightly coloured mixed media and oils
of natural patterns that occur in na-
ture, from the microscopic to the mac
rascopie,

During her Lunenburg visit, she will
be using watercolour and ink, and she

"Pen Study of the Bad( of Daisy” is a
work by noted British artist Claire Har-
rison, who will be participating in the
Lunenburg Art Gallery's annual Paint Sea
on Site Festival July 20 and 21,

welcomes fellow artists, amateurs and
students to come and meet her for ad-
vice, hints and tips on painting.

To arrange a time and date to meet
with Ms Harrison during the festival
contact her at art@claire-harrison.
couk.

In its 14th season, Paint Sea on Site
is the Lunenburg Art Gallery's annual
summer arl festival designed to bring
exposure to established and budding
artists from across the Maritimes and
beyond as well as raise funds for the
gallers

The event takes place in and around
Lunenburg July 20 and 21,
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Natural bcah@y the focus of exhibition

sex and Hampshire, Chalre will be ex-
hibiting with a small group of artists
called the Pavilion Group who meet in
TLymchmere once a month. Fellow art-
isty incdwde Anne Bowen, Jan Hite and
Peter Searight. See www, pavilllonar-
thstscouk
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SUCCESSFUL artist Claire Harrison Is
returning to Hampshire to exhibit with
the Pavilion Group ot the Flora Twort
' Gallory in Patersfiokd.

Claire, who grew up In Lindford.
basesher work on the flora and fauna,
targe and microscopie, in Surrey, Sus-

The exhibition runs until November

son.couk, arti
orcall 07973 410112
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