


About Claire ‘

| am Claire, an artist who finds
inspiration in nature. My creative
journey began with my earliest
memory of painting a flower age
of 3. Since then, I’ve been
captivated by the world of art,
immersing myself in drawing,
painting, and photography.

For the past 20 years, my career
has been dedicated to exploring
the vibrant colours, intricate
forms, and mesmerising patterns
found in nature. Over the last
decade, my work has increasingly
focused on the fragility of our
environment and the urgent need
for us all to take steps to protect
it. | strive to represent nature in
unexpected ways, highlighting its
delicate beauty and the
vulnerability of humanity in the face of climate change.

Living in the rural heart of Sussex, | draw daily inspiration from the surrounding
landscape. My paintings always begin with observational drawings, capturing the
intricate relationships within the ecosystem. Each plant, insect, and creature, including
humans, relies on one another, and this interconnectedness is a central theme in my
work.

| create surreal compositions through automatism, a technique used by surrealist
painters a century ago. These intuitive drawings
blend accuracy, detail, and imagination,
allowing my subconscious to shape the forms.
The resulting imagery features a mix of
recognisable element, part insect, part flower,
part human and abstract biomorphic shapes.
This interplay invites viewers to question the
reality of nature and see it through a new lens.

Once the complex composition is complete, |
embark on a meticulous painting process. Each
line and brushstroke is carefully painted and
repainted to achieve the perfect angle and
curve. It also creates an intense layering of
colours that appear to glow from the boards on
which they are painted. This delicate technique
underscores the fragility of nature, a theme
often reflected in my latest series, which
frequently features humanity. The entire

www.claire-harrison.co.uk art@claire-harrison.co.uk 07973410 111



http://www.claire-harrison.co.uk/

About Claire

process, from initial sketches to
the final oil painting, can take
months or even years for larger
works.

~ Since graduating with a Fine Art
| degree, I’ve exhibited widely and
my artwork can be found in
private and public collections
across the UK and abroad. Since
launching my latest series of

. drawings and paintings, ‘Portrait

. of Nature’ in 2023 | have been

- featured in ‘The Global Art

¢ Times’, ‘AAH’ magazine and local
newspapers. | have been
interviewed and featured on the
youtube channel ‘ArtbyArtists’ and
been a guest on ‘The Late Show’
for 90 minutes with Mid Sussex FM
Radio.

Thank you for considering my art. It is my hope that my ethereal, dreamlike creations
bring tranquillity and peaceful presence to the spaces they inhabit.
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Portrait of Nature Series

‘Portraits of Nature' is a series about

humanity. We ARE nature. In between the
flowers and leaves in these paintings and
drawings you will find faces of people. | firmly
believe that humanity needs to live at one with
nature, care for it on an everyday basis in order
to halt the environmental crisis we are facing.
Very few of us can do any large gestures to help
climate change the pressure of the economy on
our lives is too great. However, there are many
things we can do which are free, we can choose
to buy and consume goods more consciously, we
can choose not to mow, we can choose not to
weed or put pesticides such as weed killer in our
gardens. We can literally care for the
immediate ecosystem that we interact with
everyday in our lives.

Humanity so frequently thinks of itself as above or apart from nature, whereas instead we
are simply the top predator of the food chain. This makes us incredibly vulnerable because
humanity is reliant upon on all the smaller creatures in the food chain to support our
survival. Unfortunately, the climate crisis is making the food chain vulnerable and unstable.
We ARE nature. We need to care for everything in the ecosystem, so it remains strong and
plentiful benefiting both us and other species. By thinking of ourselves as simply another
vulnerable species within nature, | believe we would consciously take more care of it.
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Portrait of Nature Series ‘

| have created the attached artworks with pencil, watercolour and ink. | have used pencil,
because sometimes we don’t need any colour, the composition and the expressions on the
faces are enough. | am known for my use of colour, and | have enjoyed using watercolour
for it’s delicacy, translucency and a sense of fragility in this series, rather than my normal
oil paint. The compositions are created by allowing my imagination evolve naturally, they
are not contrived, and then worked up in either pencil or watercolour. Shading and colour is
added intuitively to create a sense of emotion.

My artworks have been created to view and marvel the richness of nature, so that you
can have the wonder of nature in your home or office for you to enjoy everyday. They
are colourful relaxing artworks that give you some peace and escapism to our busy lives.
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Dance of Nature Series

\? Agcqrding to the Campridgg

Dictionary, “Nature” is defined as “all
’, the animals, plants, rocks, etc., in the
24 world, along with the features, forces,
and processes that exist independently
from people. These include weather,
the sea, mountains, the production of
young animals or plants, and growth.”

Our culture has long held the belief
that humanity is separate from nature.
| The dictionary entry reinforces this
notion by emphasizing nature’s
independence from humanity.

S Unfortunately, we’ve distanced
ourselves from nature’s rhythms. Pesticides and medicines have allowed us to circumvent
many of its natural processes, leading to our success as a species.

However, it’s time for a radical shift in perspective. We must recognize that we are an
integral part of the natural world. The environmental crisis threatening both nature and
humanity stems from our relentless exploitation of natural resources. If we could adopt the
wisdom of our pre-Christian ancestors and observe the cycles of nature, we might appreciate
and protect it more effectively.

The “Dance of Nature,” is an art series that explores the transfer of energy within
ecosystems. From the tiniest beetle to humanity itself, we are all interconnected and reliant
on each other. Each artwork in this series portrays the human form intricately linked with
the surrounding natural elements—flowers, trees, butterflies, and more. By intentionally
obscuring full human figures, the art challenges our perception of humanity’s place in
nature. A hand, foot, or face holds the same value as any other symbol within this
interconnected web.

From the natural world’s perspective, we are equals. Some artworks deliberately exaggerate
or distort human shapes, emphasizing our shared existence. By embracing this perspective,
we can foster a deeper appreciation for nature and work toward its preservation.

www.claire-harrison.co.uk art@claire-harrison.co.uk 07973410111



http://www.claire-harrison.co.uk/

Tree of Life Series

Trees have always sparked a deep
sense of wonder within me. Growing
up amidst Hampshire’s hangers—
wooded slopes that tower above,
their trunks at eye level or higher—lI
was enveloped in their grandeur.
This landscape inspired my artistic
journey, earning me the nickname
‘mad tree lady’ during my university
years.

Now, from my Sussex studio, | miss
the dense woods but cherish the
view of ancient oaks encircling the
fields. The local woodlands, rich
with wild garlic and bluebells each
spring, are frequently an assault for
the senses because of the vivid
colours and the pungent perfume.

Observing the seasonal
transformations of these majestic
oaks, I’m reminded of their role as
ecosystems. They’re sanctuaries for
diverse life forms, from nesting
birds to burrowing mammals. The
felling of a tree is a loss for all these
creatures, and it pains me to see
society attempt to replace ancient
trees with saplings—a poor
substitute for the complex web of
life they support. We cannot
immediately replace the plants,
mosses, algae, insects and mammals
overnight.

My ‘Tree of Life’ series is a tribute
to these natural wonders. With
intricate details of flora and fauna, |
capture the essence of life’s
interconnectedness. Each drawing
and painting, whether in ink or oil,
is a labour of love, taking weeks or
even months to complete, as | strive
to honour the beauty and
importance of trees in our world.
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Testimonials

"From the moment | first saw Claire's art, | was
drawn in. The attention to detail and passion in
all she does really shines through. It's not just a
painting, it's a view into nature.

Up close, her amazing skills means you can find
new things hiding in her pictures each time you
look at them.

| would thoroughly recommend purchasing from
Claire. From start to finish and throughout the
buying process, you are reassured that you are
buying a piece to treasure forever and it's worth
every penny.”

Jon - Crawley Down

"Claire's work shows her deep love of nature
in both her paintings and her photographs.
Her beautiful flowers are painted in such
deep glowing colours that they fairly leap off
the canvas at you, very often with a tiny
insect or bird that sometimes one can only
just see. There is a magical, slightly unreal,
quality to her work that is very appealing.”
Pepi, Guildford

“Claire’s paintings are always beautiful, bright
and have a wonderful texture to them. In her
drawings, Claire seems to effortlessly capture

Amy, Farnborough

“Art of rare beauty and exquisite detail inspired by Claire’s passion for the secret’s of
nature.”
Adrian, Dorset

“Nature at its best - quite inspirational! Vibrant colour palette”
Anon, West Hoathly

“Incredible artwork, wish | could see her work more! Can’t wait to hear of more exhibitions
by her.”
Josie, Surrey

“There’s not a painting of Claire’s that | don’t like, in every piece she uses beautiful colours
and intricate detail to capture nature, flowers and all sorts of creatures. | continually look
forward to seeing and look out for Claire’s new creations.”

Vicky Guildford
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Press Cuttings - Sample of International

Top Latest People Photos Videos

Ming Art Gallery @mingartgallery - 25 Sep 2017

\ Claire-Harrison's wirks sold to ELNNDI Museum in China GuangZhou.
@ArtatClaire @7DialsArt @brightonsarty @GhianiGabriele @JulesJForeman
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Paint Sea on Site
gains international flavour

By ROBERT HIRTLE
thirtledsouthshoeenow.

One of the approximately 70 artists
coming to Lunenburg for this weekend's
annual Paint Sea on Site Festival will
be plying her craft far away from home.

Noted British artist Claire Harrison
obmncd)mrdegnelnnnemslnm

scopic nature that surrounds us,

She is a regular exhibitor across the
United Kingdom and her work is fea
tured in both private and public collec-

Ms Harrison has exhibited at numer-
ous art fairs in London, including the
Affordable Art Fair, and was featured
in the International Contemporary Art-

“"Pen Study of the Back of Daisy” is a
work by noted British artist Claire Har-
rison, wl‘o will be participating in the

L Art Gallery's annual Paint Sea

ists Volume IV that is i in both
Athens and New York.

Along with her artistic talents, she is
also a respected art tutor, mentoring her

shipsandherwthasbmthnmplc
of swudent research projects as well as
school, college and university art proj-
mmlsmmﬂvmvhedmmm
institutions to give lectures and demon-
strations of her work.

Ms Harrison's art lnvolves large,
brightly coloured mixed media and oils
of natural patterns that occur in na-
ture, from the microscopic to the mac
roscopic,

During her Lunenburg visit, she will
be using watercolour and ink, and she

on Site Festival July 20 and 21,

welcomes fellow artists, amateurs and
students to come and meet her for ad-
vice, hints and tips on painting.

To arrange a time and date to meet
with Ms Harrison during the festival
contact her at art@claire-harrison.

co.uk.

In its 14th season, Paint Sea on Site
is the Lunenburg Art Gallery's annual
summer arl festival designed to bring
exposure to established and budding
artists from across the Maritimes and
beyond as well as raise funds for the
gallerg

The event takes place in and around
Lunenburg July 20 and 21
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A bright and colourful
future for local amst
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LOCAL artist Claive Harrison spon el
will be exhibiting a retrospective
of ber large canvases from e
post 7 years at Farnham
Maltings during D et
Janmary
Claire hus been buased at
Farnlsam Mallings sinoe gradual-
ing from the Suarrey Institoe of An
and Desipn University College in
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Clairs's wark 3¢ hasad upan nature and the surreunding
countryside; the majority of wark on show will be a
metre square ar moee af illumintee flors and fauna in
semi-fractured farm. Claire's work is always brighely
coloured and she is known for her hrave but hanmonioes
use of colpur. Claire's wark is abour the symmetry and
geametry within nature that is often overlooked, she is
concerned with the essentially man-made landscape tthar
surrounds us that many perceive 2% nataral,
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Contact ‘

m ClaireHarrison

O ClaireHarrisonArtist
n ClaireHarrisonArtist

R

@ArtatClaire

. ClaireHarrisonArtist
@ ClaireHarrisonArt

& www.claire-harrison.co.uk

@ art@claire-harrison.co.uk

G
+44 7973 410 111
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Exploring the 'Fading Blooms' ‘Florasphere'’ ‘Reclaiming
Miniscule' Series Series Series Nature' Series
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